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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION PAIN LADDER FOR USE IN ADULTS AND ADOLESCENTS

Appendix 2

This figure shows the three-step ladder of analgesic management for 
cancer pain as recommended by the World Health Organization (2018)

NOTE: Pain control should be based on the level indicated by 
the patient. For example, it may be clinically indicated to start at 
“Level 3” on the analgesic ladder for patients who present with 
severe, difficult pain


